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PREFACE 


We at WKNC address this booklet to 
anyone desiring to learn about the opera- 
tions of the Student Broadcasting System 
of North Carolina State University. This 
booklet also serves to acquaint the public 
with the general operations of a commer- 
cial radio station. 


The Staff of WKNC 


signing 
on 
the 


Thus began the Student Broadcasting 

Sy stem of North Carolina State. The date 

W OL F consisted of a 

one-tube, low-power transmitter, a small 

public-addr amplifier, a record player 
and a few records. 


From the start the station encountered 
financial, technical, and personnel prob- 
lems. The station also encountered prob- 
lems with the Federal Communications 
Commission. In 1949 WKNC (then 
WVWP) was instrumental in causing the 
FCC to revoke its decision which would 
have placed carrier-current broadcasters 
under the restrictive codes of commercial 
stations, 


After several moves, WKNC is now 
located in its new air-conditioned offices 
and studios in the Publications Center of 
the E. S. King Religious Building. 


The Student Broadcasting System of 
North Carolina State University is com- 
pletely student-owned, and is operated as 
an extracurricular activity by the students. 
WKNC’s operating budget comes in part 
from the University Administration and 
the remainéer from commercial advertise- 


ments sold by the staff. Operating on the 
frequency of 600 Kilocycles, WKNC uti- 

s the rier-current system of broad- 
casting. With eight transmitters, seven of 
which are located in dormitories on the 
campus and one at nearby Peace College, 
WKNC effectively serves collegians in 
Raleigh. 


WKNC’s engineering shop contains a 
large assortment of test equipment. Here 
the station maintains a large selection of 
replacement parts, from trai 
power transformers to light bulbs. 
is also ample counter space for working 
on equipment. 


WKNC has ample office space. Office 
equipment includes seven desks, five type- 
writers, and a high-quality mimeograph 
machine. There are ample supplies, such 
as stationery, pens and pencils, and forms 
used in station operations. There is also 
plenty of storage space in files and closets 
for each department. 


The Record Library contains more than 
10,000 records. These consist of over 6,000 
45-RPM selections, almost 3,000 long-play- 
ing albums, and a large selection of 78- 
RPM records. WKNC receives regular 
shipments of most of the hit 45’s and al- 
bums from its record subscription services 
and several distributors. 


WKNC’s “plant”, as it were, consists 
of three studios, an engineering shop, gen- 
eral offices and a record library. 


Studio A is a moderately large, sound- 
proof broadcast studio. It is possible to 
use six microphones in this studio at the 
same time. These microphones can be 
controlled from either of our two control 
rooms, Studio A is used for panel discus- 
sions, debates, newscasts, and general staff 
meetings. 


Studio B is one of our two contro] rooms, 
It is used primarily for recording pro- 
grams, commercial announcements, and 
music tapes. In Studio B are two Rek-O- 
Kut turntables, an old RCA broadcast con- 


sole, and a small, manually-operated tape 
recorder. Also included are remote con- 
trols for our two Ampex professional tape 
recorders. 


Studio C is our master control room. 
Most of our on-the-air programs originate 
from this studio. All facets of our opera- 
tion can be controlled from here, Located 
in Studio C are our transmitter controls, 
two Ampex professional tape recorders, a 
new Gates broadcast console, and two 
Gates turntables. From this studio it is 
possible to connect the control room with 
any one of several distant points on the 
campus via telephone lines» 


WEKNC has produced this booklet in the 
hope that it would provide an insight into 
the workings of a collegiate radio station. 


We are proud of the fact that this station 
—and many others like it across the coun- 
try—is completely owned and operated by 
students. We invite you to see the station 
in operation. We broadcast during the 
evening hours from September through 
May. 


